
1mayor, 2 salaries

Mayor Eric K ellogg had to like his
chances w hen Harv ey Pub lic School Dis-
trict 152 voted to select a ne w superintend-
ent.

Of the school board members who v oted
4-2 for K ellog g to lead the district, one is
his sister , one is his cousin and tw o ar e on
the city pa yr oll, w orking under K ellogg.

The boar d did not conduct a sear ch or
intervie w for a successor to Superintend-
ent Lela Bridg es, who is r etiring in J une.

Instead, board members tapped K ellogg
as ªsuperintendent designa te.º For seven

years he has led south sub urban Harv ey,
an impo verished city of 30,000 pla gued by
crime , scandal and r ed ink.

ª If I w ere a voter in Harv ey, I would be
very concer ned with those conflicts of
inter est,º said David Mor rison , deputy
dir ector of the Illinois Campaign f or
Political R eform.

Kellog g, 54, is poised to take o ver one of
the poorest districts in the sta te. Near ly 96
percent of the 2,600 students in the
elementary sc hool district are lo w-in-
come, Illinois school r epor t car d data
show.

TRIB UNE W ATCHDOG

2 relatives, 2 city workers vote to put
him in line to run Harvey schools
By Kris t en Schor sch
TRIBUNE REPORTER

Harve y Mayor Eric Kellogg at a r ecent
School Dis tric t 152 bo ard me eting.
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A stealth pa yr oll loaded with friends ,
relativ es and political opera tiv es of
Chica go aldermen a ppears to violate a
ban on political hiring and was not
revealed to the federal court o verseeing
city hiring, the cour t-appointed monitor
concluded Monda y.

Noelle Br ennan cited a series of
ªactual or potential a buses,º inc luding
many highlighted b y the T rib une in
November when it documented the
existence of the $ 1.3 million Finance
Committee payroll.

ªThe city or City Council's f ailur e to
disclose the existence of (the pa yroll)
thr ough the f our y ears since the mon-
i tor's appointment is concer ning,º
Brennan wr ote in her r epor t filed with
the cour t.

She called f or elimina ting an y such
abuses of the fund, w hic h ªallows f or
politicall y based hiring; cr eates the
possibility of `doub le-dipping' without
any oversight; and allows for the pos-
sibility that political w ork is being
conducted on city time .º

Her conc lusions about the pa yroll
mirr or those made by Inspector General
Joseph Ferguson in an earlier r eport.
They also come w hile aldermen ar e
debating a pr oposal by Ma yor Ric hard
Daley to extend the inspector g eneral's
investigativ e authority to alder men.

Although the issue could be up for 
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City's
stealth
payroll
blasted
Aldermen's fund appears
to violate ban on political
hiring, court monitor says

By Hal D ar dick and Todd Light y
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Marian Robinson, first lady Michelle Obama's mother, was reluctant to

move to the White House and gi ve up her pri vacy. But her brother Ste ve

Shields says his sister knows she's needed in Washington. Sasha and Malia,

he said, ªr eall y lo ve and respect her. And it's like having a second mom

there .º Katherine Skiba has more on Robinson. PAGE 4
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`First grandmother ' shuns the spotlight 

Angela Kramer (white hood) is consoled after the funeral Mass on Monday for her

parents , Jeffr ey and Lori Kramer, and her brother Michael at Our Lady of Mount Car-

mel Chur ch in Darien. Se veral hundred r elativ es and friends attended the funeral f or

the famil y members, who w ere slain in their home last week. Angela Kramer, the al-

leged target of the gunman, was at the home but escaped harm. The R ev. Edwar d Ward

said he used his sermon at the Mass to encoura ge every one to cherish their existing

relationships in light of the tra gedy. ªDeath makes lo ve urgent,º he said. PAGE 8
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Survivor in
Darien attack
mourns family

Northr op Grumman says it won't com-

pete for the $35 billion Air F orce con-

tract, claiming the rules esta blished b y

the Penta gon favor Chicago-based Boe-

ing. Nor thr op was partnering with

Eur opean plane-maker Airb us. PAGE 17

BUSINESS

Boeing solo in 
tanker bidding

Lawmak ers have mor t-

gaged Illinois' future to

the extent that e very man,

woman and child o wes

$7,000 to meet the state's

underfunded public pen-

sion ob ligations . But

that's not all. PAGE 14 

EDITORIAL

They promise,
you pay up

From the 1960s through

the 1980s, Bruce Graham

was the top man at Chi-

cago's big gest ar chitec-

tural firm and had the ear

of the city's business and

political leaders. PAGE 20
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Despit e a
hist oric win,
Oscar s s till
hav e a long
wa y to g o
LIVE!

Academ y Awar d-winning dir ect or Kathryn Big elow . GARY FRIEDMAN/TRIBUNE NEW SPAPER S PHO TO
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